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Article 28: E\rery child has the rlght to an education.

Bringing Learning o Life

Frtdag 22 Se,otember 2023

Dear Parents and Carers,
READING AT HOME

We are so meressed with how well the children have settled into their new classes — most have
slelpped thraugh the doors in the morning with the biggest smiles! They have alreadg shown us what
super learners the«:/ are and are keen to take part in all of the activities in class. The children have
been busy over the last few weeks ex,olormg our readlng corners and other areas of provision in the
classroom.

Readmg is a top priority in our school — we recognise how important it is for the children to develop
into confident and fluent readers. We want to do everything we can to also devela,o a love for
readmg with every child, and starting to read QOJ‘[H isa /eey part in this. We understand that your
child may have missed a considerable amount of time away from preschoal or nursery, and we want
them to have the best possible start in school with reading and pham’cs. Usually, the children receive
a level one banded book, containing words, in October. This is once they have learnt some of the
individual letter sounds to support them with reading the words within the book.

We will be sending home a picture book for a few weeks prior to your child receiving their first reading
book with words. These picture books are a fantastic opportunity to devel op your child’s vocabul ary and
anguage skills. At first it rrught feel a little strange to sit down to “read” a wordless book with your
child but we Would like you encourage you to tap into your inner child to give it a go/ Here are some
tips to get you started.:

I. Beg(n by loo/emg at the cover. What can you see? What clues to the story does the cover
illustration show?

2. Read the title. Does the title give you any ideas for what the story mcght be about? Make
predict(cms about the story based on the cover and title.

3. Take a picture walk. Look through the pages of the book with the sole purpose of enjoying

the Iotctures. Talk about anythm\g that captures your attention.
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L. ‘Read the story. You m(ght 9ofir5t, L'mfltmg your child to add to your story as they see ﬁt.
Don't be afratd to tell your starg with dramatic fla[r. Add sound foects and interesttng
voices that suit the characters of your tale.

5. Encourage your child to take a turn tellmg their own version of the story.

. S uestions abou e book — which (s your ravourite illustrations UJo you nave a
6A/eclt bout the book hhy tlltt?Dyh
favaurite part af the storH or afa\rourite character? Can you tell about a time you have
elt like the main character or foun ourselr in a similar situation:
[t like th h t d y [ [ tuation?

/. Describe the characters and objects that they see.

8. Introduce new vocabulary to your child and see if they can use the new words when they
next look at the book or in different contexts.

Your child will be given the opportunity to chango. their wordless book twice a week, on a /V\anday and
Friday. Please /eo.elo the book in your child’s book bag in order for it to be ro.lolaced with a new one. We
hope you enjoy shar(ng the books with your child and would love to hear about all of the other books
that you read with your child at home. We use a Peadlng Record’ to record every time your child reads
at school and at home. This book is for you to record the books you read with your child and toc make
a comment on how well tho,y respanded. For every read, they will receive a special star stamp or sticker
on a sticker chart in class. These are sent home on a Fr(day. Please /eeep the Readlng Record in your
child’s book bag everyday so the class teacher can read your comments.

Your child will also br(ng home a school library book next week and this book is one for you to enjoy
readmg to your child.

/f you have any guesttans, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher.

Yours falthfully

Early Years Foundation Stage Team
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