PANDAS" TOPIC NEWSLETTER

Summer Term 2026
Circle of Life (6 weeks)

Our very exciting topic this half term is called Circle of Life’. [P
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In this topic, the children will have some wonderful immersive oL — /
experiences to furtho,r their learning. We have invited ‘Crazg x;fu' % o
Creatures’ into school, who will introduce us to a variety of (

reptiles and insects. The children will have the opportunity to

touch and hold some of the creatures; however, others will be ~
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children will be leamt‘ng about the lifecycles of Iolants, animals

and themselves. The children will befortunate enough to watch

the lzfe CHC[Q of a butterﬂy from their own classrooms, ma/emg observations and erting about the
changes. We also have some lovely farm animals visiting us on the Iolayground which the children will

be able to observe and meet afarmer./

During the topic, the children will explore information books about minibeasts and write their own
facts. ThQ,H will also become storytellers when they learn The Hungrg Caterplllar story. We will be
facusmg on factual writing and creating ncm—chronalogtcal reports about the life cycle of a

butterfly and a frog. Our children working within the Early Years foundation Stage will also enjoy
a range of activities in their Discover and Explare sessions that support their understandmg of life
chles, minibeasts and much more! All of the children will continue to practise their writing in line

with their phomcs.

In-maths, the children working at a Year 2 level of learning will cover pictograms, place value,
addition and subtraction and measuring mass. The children accessing a Year | level of leamlng will
cover counting in multlloles of 2s, 55 and 10s, sharing eclually, doubling and halw’ng and quartering
shapes and amounts. The children working at an EYFS level will be learning about odd and even
numbers, number bonds, the meaning of equal and unequal and measurements including; mass,

length and ca,oaclty.

In science, the children will be learru’ng all about life chles and observlng change. In art, the
children will be learning about the artist Bisa Butler. They will then create inspired pieces of art
using fabrics. In geography, the children will learn about land and sea and the 5 oceans. They will
also learn about plastlc Ioollutlon and what we can do to look after our oceans and beaches.
Addlttcmally, the children will learn through discover and explore sessions, applying what they have
learnt into their play.



Home Learntng Actlvity

For the children’s home learning, we would like the children to follow their interest by doing either
of the following:
 create a piece of work that represents the life cycle of afrag, butterﬂy or another animal of
interest! This can be presented in anyway that engages and interests your child.
o learn about a minibeast and create something to share with their friends. They could choose
to write a fact book about a particular mini beast; draw or paint a picture of them or create
a paper mache minibeast.
We look forward to seeing your fantastic home learning. Each child will be able to share their home

learnmg with the class and will receive a certificate for campleting it too.

Please can you send in your child’s home learning at the latest by Frida\Lj 15th MaH.

Our PE this half term will be indoors, thereforo, the children will need ﬁ -+ %

shorts and a top. Over this half term, the children will be learru‘ng

dszero,nt t&:,oes of rolls. 7710.3 will also learn how toc move from one roll into another. Towards to
end Uf the half term, the children will enjoy some time on the apparatus where the\(j wrill get the

opportunity to climb up and down the wall bars.

Your child’s PE bag will be sent home at the end of each half term for a wash. Please ensure that a
fu.ll kit is Iorow‘ded. Any earrings must be removed (ta,oe is not permitted) on PE dags and lcmg hair

must always be tied back.

Forest School

The children will continue to qo to Forest School every /V\Unday. 771@&/ will enjoy a range af activities
that involve using tools and explarmg nature. Please send in a pair of wellies with your child Lf you

have not done so alread.y. We will provtde your child with Waterloraof overalls.

As we may have some warmer weather this half term, please Ioac/e your child a spare top for Forest

School as they may not be wearing their coat.

PSHE & Religian and Worldviews

This half term, the fcrcus for our PSHE lessons will be ‘Relationships'.

This will involve learm‘ng about their own fam[ltes and how all

fam(lies look different. They will also learn about how to be a gaod

friend and how to resolve friendshtp issues. Fmally, the children

will learn about appropriate physlcal contact and that 'prlvates are




Iortvate' through our PANTS lesson which is delivered across the school. A letter with more

information regardmg this lesson will be sent home later in the half term.

In Relzgion and Worldviews, the children will be leaming all about different types of celebrations.
771@3 will first learn about Weddlngs and how these can be celebrated. They will then learn about a
range of different celebrations that take Iolace in different parts of the world and in different

relégions.

Focus Author

Each half term, we learn about an author and we read a range of their books. Our focus author next
half term is Eric Carle who wrote various books, L'ncludlng The Hungry Cater,olllar' and The Bad-
Tempered Ladybird.' It would be fantastic if you could share any books by this author at home or visit
the local llbrary to borrow some books written bH this author.
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Supporting at Home

We are so mcredtbly proud of the children and the hard work that theH are putting into their
leammg. We know that this is due to the Ioartnership we have formed with you as parents and
carers. Please continue to read with your child at least 3 times a week and record this in their
readtng record. If Hou’re unsure about how to support your child with their leammg at home, Iolease

let us know and we will be more than Willmg to help and 5upport you.

Calendar Dates

Tuesday 28% A’prL'l — Crazy Creatures

Monday 4* May — Bank holiday

Wednesday 6t May — Beachwise Assembly

Tuesday 12* May — Farm Visit

Monday 18* May — Friday 22" May — Walk to School Week
Monday 25" May — Friday 29* May — Half term

Spe,ciﬁc letters about some of these events have already been sent or will follow slwr‘tly.

Thank you for your support.
Miss White and the Pandas team



